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La Representation Diplomatique de la Suisse. By Rene - de Week. Paris: 
Fontemoing & Co. 1911. pp. vi, 140. 

This work is not, and does not purport to be, a treatise dealing with 
the foreign relations of Switzerland with other Powers. Its main purpose 
appears to be to record the development of the diplomatic personnel of 
the republic from the small beginnings of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries to its present state of efficiency; and in so doing the author 
discusses with clearness and ability questions of Swiss constitutional law, 
the consideration of which is essential to a comprehensive representation 
of the subject with which he deals. 

The book is divided into two parts, the first of which commences with 
a short sketch of the foreign relations of the Cantons before 1798; the 
author then discusses the effect on Swiss representation of the Act of 
Mediation and the neutralization of Switzerland in 1815. He closes this 
portion of his work with a chapter devoted principally to those provi- 
sions of the constitutions of 1848 and 1874 which set out and define the 
powers vested in the Federal Council and the Assembly with regard to 
the establishment and maintenance of diplomatic posts and the ap- 
pointment of diplomatic officers. 

The second part is devoted to the consideration of the part played by 
Switzerland as a member of the family of nations, and of the present 
status of its foreign representation, but mainly to an interesting discus- 
sion of the author's interpretation of the constitutional provisions deal- 
ing with the general subject of his work. The book closes with a chapter 
on the juridical status of the personal obligations and some considera- 
tions as to the part to be played by Swiss diplomacy in the future. 

The work is unpretentious, simple and comprehensive within the 
limit of the field which it is designed to cover, and throughout the author 
is careful not to permit his sense of patriotism to stand in the way of a 
sound and temperate criticism. C. L. Bouvfi. 

The Development of Belligerent Occupation. By Jacob Elon Conner. 
Published in the Bulletin of the State University of Iowa. Studies 
in Sociology, Economics, Politics, and History. April 6, 1912. 

This little work by Dr. Conner, lately United States Consul at Saigon, 
Cochin China, and Consul at St. Petersburg since 1909, covers 64 pages. 

In his introduction he points out the different meanings attached to 
the term "Belligerent Occupation," and to like expressions, saying, "We 



